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The Specialty Mfg. Co. installs rooftop solar gardens, reduces carbon footprint

April 26, 2018, St. Paul Mn. The Specialty Mfg. Co. has a rich heritage in St. Paul, Minn. that
spans more than a century and four generations. A family business, the company was built on
creative energy, a tradition of helping people with their products, and a commitment to
supporting its community.

Specialty Mfg. also values protecting the health of our environment. As a member of the board
at St. John’s University in Collegeville, Minn., the company’s president, Daniel McKeown, was
interested in his alma mater’s solar garden initiative. That’s because Specialty Mfg. has more
than 250,000 square feet of manufacturing space across three facilities in St. Paul, Granite Falls
and New Ulm, Minn. Its largest facilities in St. Paul consist of two buildings, totaling 210,000
square feet, with rooftops that are ideal locations for solar gardens.

Dan ran the solar-garden idea past IPS Solar, a solar power solutions company based in
Roseville, Minnesota — not far from Specialty Mfg.’s headquarters. He wanted to find out if
installing solar arrays on his company’s two largest facilities was feasible, and whether it could
help defray energy costs and use.

Specialty Mfg. evaluated various providers of solar power solutions and ultimately chose to
partner with IPS Solar. IPS Solar evaluated Specialty Mfg.’s facilities, as well as their energy
demand, usage and costs. They estimated that if Specialty Mfg. installed solar arrays on the
rooftops of both of their St. Paul locations, Specialty Mfg. would reduce their annual energy
originating from the grid of their energy provider, Connexus® Energy, by 15 percent and save as
much as $70,000 a year on energy costs.

Connexus Energy, located in Ramsey, Minn., is the largest of 28 electric distribution
cooperatives and multiple municipal utilities within the Great River Energy system. “Renewable
sources of energy are the future,” said Adam Warden, business account representative,
Connexus Energy. “We were all for partnering with Specialty Mfg. on the idea. It would not only
help us continue to lead the transition away from fossil fuels toward renewable power, but also
help Specialty Mfg. achieve its goal of reducing energy usage and costs while doing something
good for the planet.”

To implement the solar energy systems, Specialty Mfg. needed to invest approximately $1.3
million upfront in development, installation and equipment costs from IPS Solar, before tax
credits. From there, the company determined the project would be worthwhile. “We strive to
be good environmental stewards. On top of reducing energy use and costs, this initiative will —
more importantly — help us reduce our carbon footprint,” said Dan.
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By the spring of 2017, Specialty Mfg., IPS Solar and Connexus Energy engineers started to
collaborate on Specialty Mfg.’s solar initiative. IPS Solar installed the solar arrays, Connexus

Energy consulted on how they’d connect with its infrastructure, and Specialty Mfg. provided
both companies full access to its facilities, managing the process throughout. Within just 15
months, IPS Solar successfully installed 360-kilowatt (kW) solar arrays on two Specialty Mfg.
buildings in St. Paul that, when combined, produce 720 kW of electricity at full capacity.

Although Specialty Mfg. isn’t the first Connexus Energy member to directly install solar
generation, its roof top array is its largest installed to date by a member. Specialty Mfg.’s solar
facilities are also believed to be the most significant member installation among electric
cooperatives state wide. Said Greg Ridderbusch, CEO of Connexus Energy, “the success of the
Specialty Mfg. project is a smart example of cost effectively integrating higher levels of
renewable energy leading into a manufacturing facility. We truly appreciated collaborating with
the Specialty Mfg. team and point to the project as a wonderful example of environmental
leadership.”

View drone video on YouTube
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LI6JtsTFMIs
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